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From General Butler
Head Quarters near VAJUNA, VA., October 9th, 1864
Eon. EDWAEDS PIERREPONT, NEW YORK CITY
I OWE you an apology for not answering your note in relation to the Smith Claim. When I left Fort Monroe for the field I directed all my business letters to be opened by my confidential clerk, and kept on file till I returned to the Fort, to let nothing pass which did not relate to the current business of the Army. When I went back to Fortress Monroe, except as a sick man for two days, I went to New York to prove my brother's will, which had been waiting from February for my personal presence. Hoping each day to get away and then see you in person, as I endeavored to do when in New York, I delayed from time to time this business, as you see I did the more important business of my brother's will. I make my offer again. I will pay to you for Messrs. Smith the sum taken by my order, upon his release, if you will get the authority of the War Department or the President's that I shall so do.
I took the money as the servant of the Country, holding military position from at that time rebellious citizens of the Confederate States, by their own oath of allegiance to that supposed government. I used it as a military officer for the service of my army. It was repaid me, and is now held by me as an officer of the Government to be paid on its order or by its permission. What I would or would not do were it left to my judgment is not the question. I should make myself, I think, personally responsible were I to attempt to act without direction. You will do me a favor if you will get the order for payment. If such is the determination of the Government, they have all the papers before them, and have the power and right to determine the question. It is the only thing that gives me any uneasiness in case of my death. But that must be borne like every thing else that comes in the course of duty.
I grieve much I did not see you in New York. As soon as the movements are over I intend to come to New York again, and hope then to see you.
Very respectfully yours, BBNJ. F. BUTLEB